THE MAHARAL of PRAGUE (1512-1609)
Rabbi Yehuda ben Bezlael Lowe.

Born in Posen (Poland). Rosh yeshiva, Posek and Kabbalist.
(1535-1573) Rav of Nikolsburg (Chief Rabbi of Moravia).
(1573-1609) Chief Rabbi of Prague (Bohemia. Czech Repubilic)
1592 Audience with Rudolph Il. Emperor of Habsburg. King of
Bohemia. Holy Roman Emperor. Renaissance Europe.

Golem? Altneu shul. Buried in Prague. Statue in Prague Townhall.

Contemporary of:
Rema. Maharshal. Maharsha. R.Yosef Karo. Arizal. R.Moshe Cordovero.
Kli Yakar. Levush. Abarbanel.

His disciples.
R.Yomtov Lipman Heller.(1579-1624) ‘Tosafot Yom Tov’ on Mishna.
R.Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz (1555-1630) ‘Shnei Luchot Ha’Brit’.

Major Writings:

—_—

“Gur Aryeh” on Rashi on Chumash

2. Chidushei Aggadot on Shas Bavli

3. “Be’er Ha’Golah” on difficult midrashim

4. “Gvurot Hashem” on Pesach & creation of Klal Yisrael.

5. “Tiferet Yisrael” on Shavuot & inner meaning of mitzvot.
6.
7
8
9
1

“Netzach Yisrael” on Tisha b’Av and Mashiach.

. “Netivot Olam” - topics in mussar and middot.
. “Or Chadash” on Purim

. “Ner Mitzvah” on Channukah

0.

“Derech Chayim” on Pirkei Avot

Many social issues he addressed including:
Mastering Tanach and Mishna fully before learning Gemara.
Issur of Non-Jewish wine. Importance of knowing science.
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And Mordecai left the king's presence with
royal raiment, blue and white and a huge
_ golden crown and a wrap of linen and purple,
INNAYI NIDY [YIY 1Yl and the city of Shushan shouted and rejoiced.
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MAHARAL: SEFER OHR CHADASH
"N (TO ,N ANOXR) W' IYYI DNNYIE NIIX AN DTN (2,70 N7'an) Xnaal
,(20,1 "7Un) IR DINIDIXA 72 D MIXK XKD PN T 2R XTI "R TVIR
N7 IT ATYIR N Iwwl (T ,TU DNQT) )'AND NNNYIE IR KIN 210" IT AannY
IR KIN P 727'9N 17X 311 ,(2077 ,0'7 D'70N) I'NINK 7Y DIR WY IR XN DI
IR ITYR Y RN (Y ,ND DNAT) AN IRV R TN DY D YaIRD my 7D IRl
JUNIQY Y791 17X

Haman was genocidal but did he oppose Torah and Mitzvot?
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The Deveikut of Torah and mitzvot was lost and regained.
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